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Mrs. Stevenson was descended from a long line of distin- 
guished ancestors, and she was interested in the history of the 
cotintry and the State in which her own family and her hus- 
band have borne so conspicuous a part. 

The National Society cf the Daughters of the American Revo- 
lution, in which she and her sister Mrs. Matthew T. Scott, were 
leaders, was especially dear to her. 

One of the last labors of her life was writing a history of this 
Society which was published just before her death. This organ- 
ization will long cherish her memory and accord her name an 
honored place in its annals. 

A friend said at the funeral of Mrs. Stevenson : 

'Thysically, mentally and spiritually, Mrs. Stevenson was 
like a flower. To her it was as natural to be sympathetically 
tactful and wisely helpful to all with whom she came in contact, 
as it is for a rose to exhale its sweetness. No one who has been 
privileged to know her, be it ever so slightly has failed to feel — ^if 
not to entirely comprehend — ^that here indeed, was one of those 
gifted souls who has pushed up and back the boundaries of our 
poor human nature, and revealed to us some of the rarer, higher 
and more exquisite potentialities of the race.'* 



DEATH OF SENATOR SHELBY M. CULLOM. 

Senator Shelby Moore Cullom, long a representative of Illi- 
nois in the United States Senate and former Governor of the 
State, died at his home in Washington, D. C, on January 28, 
1914. His remains were brought to Springfield, Illinois, where a 
public funeral was held in the State Capitol building on Sunday, 
February 1, 1914, and he was buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery 
with the members of his family who had all preceded him in 
death. He left a sister-in-law. Miss Victoria Fisher, who had 
long been a member of his household, and two grand-daughters, 
the daughters of a deceased daughter, Mrs. Ella Cullom Ridgely, 
wife of Hon. Wm. Barret Ridgely. 

At the funeral exercises addresses were made by Governor 
Edward F. Dimne, and other prominent speakers. 

Senator Cullom was an honorary member of the Illinois State 
Historical Society, and took much interest in it and its publi- 
cations, especially the Journal. He wrote many kind letters of 
appreciation of it to its editor. 
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A memorial address upon the life and work of Senator Cullom 
is being prepared by Mr. Henry A. Converse of Springfield. Mr. 
Converse will deliver this address at the annual meeting of the 
Illinois State Historical Society May 7, 1914. The address will 
be published in the Transactions of the Society. 



JAMES MAGNUS RYRIE. 

By W. T. Norton, Alton, III. 

James Magnus Ryrie, a prominent and wealthy citizen of 
Alton, and a member of the Illinois State Historical Society, 
died suddenly of apoplexy on the evening of December 19th, 
1913. The sad event was a great shock to the community as the 
deceased was one of the most widely known and most highly 
esteemed residents of the city. A gentleman of the highest 
character, a successful business man and one interested in every 
movement for the uplift of the community, his loss is widely 
mourned, not only by a large circle of relatives and friends, but 
by all who ever came in contact with his pleasing personality. 
He was modest and unassuming in his daily life, but his unblem- 
ished character and unswerving integrity made his influence a 
power for good. 

Mr. Ryrie was bom in Alton, September 5, 1852. His death 
occurred at his beautiful residence on the site of the old home- 
stead of his father and grandfather. In early manhood, he was 
engaged in manufacturing enterprises on a large scale, both in 
Alton and St. Louis, but retired from active business some years 
ago after selling out to the Drummond Tobacco Company, and 
devoted his time to the care of his real estate and financial 
interests. He was a large stockholder in St. Louis banks 
and had extensive holdings in agricultural lands in Iowa. 
He was a leading spirit in the Alton Board of Trade and an active 
promoter of the good roads movement in Madison and adjoin- 
ing cotmties. 

Mr. Ryrie was a descendant of two of the oldest families in 
Madison county. He was the son of the late Daniel D. Ryrie, 
a prominent banker, who came to Alton from his native Scotland 
in 1837. His maternal grandfather was John Adams, a native 
of Vermont, who came to Madison county in 1818, the year the 
State was admitted to the Union. John Adams was a pioneer 
manufacturer of Madison county. In 1823 he established the 



